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Saint Martin de Porres High School - A Pathway to Success

Cristo Rey School Announces Partnership with Commonweal Foundation that will bring $121,000 in first yea; up to $350,000 by third year
Saint Martin de Porres High School, a private, Catholic, college preparatory school on the near east side of Cleveland serving urban students who could in no other way attend a school of its kind, announced today, they have just received an early Christmas present from the Commonweal Foundation in Silver Spring, Maryland – a grant for over $100,000! 

Saint Martin de Porres High School is part of the Cristo Rey national network of schools, and is among 11 other schools across the country whose mission is to transform urban America one student at a time. Locally, Saint Martin de Porres High School is aiming to transform Cleveland one student at a time, and with the help from the Commonweal Foundation and the Pathways to Success Program – they are doing just that. 

“What makes our school unique is the partnership we have with Corporate America,” said Richard Clark, president of Saint Martin de Porres High School. 

It is that partnership with Corporate America that attracted the Commonweal Foundation to Cleveland and Saint Martin de Porres. The Pathways to Success Program, one of the many programs in the Commonweal Foundation; partners with schools whose students work their way through high school. Once the partnership is established, eligible freshmen are invited to apply for the scholarship. This year, the Pathways to Success Program has granted 33 scholarships to Saint Martin de Porres High School Freshmen, a grant that will amount to $120,000 this year. The foundation also plans to allow all 33 of these students to reapply next year, and will also allow 25 new freshmen to apply next year. These scholarships are expected to grow as each freshmen class advances in their high school career, supporting them up to graduation. 

Paula Webber, Director of the Pathways to Success Program said that the students and their dedication to study and work is the inspiration for this partnership.

“The Pathways Program is built on the premise of work. However, Saint Martin de Porres High School has taken this premise to a new level by exposing students to professional career opportunities that challenge, motivate, and inspire citizenship. Pathways is committed to this win-win, long-term partnership with Saint Martin’s.  The true beauty of the partnership is unfolding daily through our students with the support of family, school, and community.”
The Pathways students from the 2006-2007 school year are: Claire Bopp, Bianca Carr, Biana Carr, Reginald Carter, Tyesha Cole, Sean Dugan, LaDonna Duncan, Shawnta Eberhardt, Bianca Fellows, Luciano Galindez, Elginavia Garrett, Alexis Gibbs, A’ngelece Goins, Quentin Kelley, Jack Kilbane, Denzell Lee, A’Million Matthews, Reginald Matthews, Olivia Ortiz, Marque Payne, Trebiane Payne, Jarem Pickens, Ariel Powell, Glenn Roberson, Indira Samuels, Lean Marie Simmons, Latia Thomas, Micah Walker, Cheyenne Wiggins, Sharonda Williams, Kenedra Wilson and Xzavier Wilson. 

________________________________________________________________________
St. Martin de Porres High School is part of the Cristo Rey Network of schools, and is dedicated to transforming urban Cleveland one student at a time through an innovative college preparatory curriculum rooted in the development of habits of mind and spirit, a unique partnership with the business community reflected in our Corporate Work Study Program and a caring, Catholic community.  
The Commonweal Foundation supports educational programs and projects assisting disadvantaged youth. The Foundation focuses on secondary and, to a lesser extent, elementary education. The Foundation also considers grants for educational research and, to a limited extent, health care. 
